
I'm writing from the Cultural Alliance of Fairfield County, a membership 
coalition of some 300 cultural nonprofits, 250 artists and 50 creative 
businesses in the 15-town area of coastal Fairfield County, from Greenwich 
to Shelton.

I'm sharing my testimony before the Conservation and Development 
subcommittee of Appropriations as it reviews certain aspects of the 
Governor’s budget. I note that HB 6692, An Act Authorizing Certain Arts, 
Culture and Tourism Grants, was raised by the Commerce Committee, and 
is an important response to the Governor’s Budget, which, after bringing 
much needed funds to a united Arts, Culture and Tourism industry over the 
last two years, after years of lagging behind the funding levels by our 
neighboring states, is reverting to pre-COVID funding levels. We can’t go 
back!

I am writing to recommend HB 6692 as an alternative to the Governor’s 
short-sighted budget for this industry. The bill is built on the long, hard, 
collaborative thinking of the arts, culture and tourism constituency, led by 
the Connecticut Arts Alliance, Connecticut Humanities, and Connecticut 
Tourism Coalition to provide meaningful, reliable, and equitable investment 
in this key industry.

Especially when compared with neighboring states, the nonprofit arts, 
culture and tourism industry has been historically underfunded. At $1.11 per 
capita, pre-pandemic state funding for tourism ranks lowest among our 
neighbors—Rhode Island ($5.05), New York ($3.07), and Massachusetts 
($1.65) — making it difficult to compete for tourists in those markets. This 
bill is an opportunity to fully realize the benefits of a more appropriate 
investment.



Funding of arts, culture and tourism in Connecticut has been inconsistent 
and unreliable over the years, with no long-term policy for that investment. 
This bill and the "Roadmap" plan beneath it will provide fairer, more 
consistent funding that will minimize operational disruption, improve long-
term planning and sustainability, and maximize the return on the state’s 
investment.

The recent upsurge in funding over the last two years, administered by CT 
Humanities as The Cultural Fund, has displayed the power of an 
appropriate level of investment. CT Humanities has been tracking the 
impact of this funding of some 1,000 cultural nonprofits across the state in 
an unprecedented fashion. This data gathering shows the impact on 
workforce development, on organizational capacity and on community 
impact.

When adequately funded, state investments return $3 in revenues for each 
$1 invested and returns begin to be realized in the same fiscal year. The 
Cultural Alliance of Fairfield County is one of 400 organizations across the 
nation now taking part in the quinquennial Arts & Economic Prosperity 
Study, organized by Americans for the Arts. Comprising two surveys - one 
of audience spending and one of cultural nonprofits spending, the 2015 
study showed that the nonprofit arts and culture industry generated $797 
million in economic activity, in Connecticut, supported 23,114 jobs, and 
generated $72.3 million in revenue to local, and state  governments. Today 
arts, culture and tourism together  employ, directly and indirectly, a 
workforce of 175,000.  See more details on our website at https://
culturalalliancefc.org/resources/economic-impact-of-arts-culture-2/

I trust you will be taking HB 6992 seriously and will use it as an alternative 
to the Governor’s last-year’s thinking. We look forward to continuing to 
work together as this legislative session progresses.
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